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reigned in Magadha between the Kuru-Panchal war and
the time of Buddha. Mr. Velandi Ayyar, in a pamphlet
only recently published, calculates the exact date of the
war or battle as the i4th of October 1194 B.C. The
Qjrthodox opinion, however, is that the war took
place in 3101 B.C. calculating on the basis of the
generally accepted belief in India that in 1899 A.D. five
thousand years had elapsed since the beginning of the
Kali-age. We agree with this orthodox opinion and
will in this chapter discuss the evidence both internal
and external (the latter to be divided again into Indian
and Foreign) on which we rely.
The Mahabharata war is held among the Aryans *of
India as synchronous with the beginning of the Kali-age
and naturally enough. The Aryans of India had
arrived, as we will show in a separate place, at a veiy
high state of both moral and material progress at the time
of the war and the war was the beginning of its down-
fell. Departures from fixed moral rules begun by one
party were multiplied by the other in retaliation ; so
much so that the last unpardonable action of Bhima in
breaking the thigh of Duryodhana with his mace1 was
retaliated by Ashwatthama slaughtering innocent men
and children at night in sleep. This moral downfall
was followed? by the annihilation of the material power
of both parties and the Aryans in consequence gradually
fell, never to recover thereafter their former position, as
history has painfully proved. In short, Kali-yuga has
i Krishna apologising: to his enraged brother Balarama for this most
unlawful conduct of Bhima   can  only say *!T*